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MINUTE BOOK NO. J-3 – CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 JANUARY 20, 2026 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

JANUARY 20, 2026 

 Be It Remembered that a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 

the City of Batesville was held on the third Tuesday of January, being the 20th day of January 

2026, at 2:00 p.m., when and where were present the following, to-wit: 

 Mayor Hal Ferrell; Aldermen Stan Harrison, Dennis Land, Jimmy McCloud, Jim 

Whitaker, and Carl Flowers. Also present were City Clerk Shonnah Weaver; City Attorney 

Colmon Mitchell; Chief Building Official Andy Berryhill; Public Works Director Newt 

Benson; Assistant Public Works Director Gary Snider, Fire Chief Tim Taylor; Deputy Fire 

Chief James Snyder; Civic Center Director Rodney Holley; and Administrative Assistant 

Sulli Bolen. 

 A quorum being present, the meeting was duly opened by the Mayor, and after the 

invocation given by John Howell Jr., the following business was taken up. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the agenda of January 20, 2026, was approved with additions. 
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JANUARY 20, 2025 

CITY OF BATESVILLE  
BOARD MEETING 

January 20, 2026 
2:00 P.M.| CITY HALL 

AGENDA 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER:   Mayor Hal Ferrell 
 
INVOCATION:    John Howell, Jr. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
MAYOR’S WELCOME STATEMENT: “To all in attendance, pursuant to Order by the 
Board of Aldermen, adopted on March 1, 2022, in order to address the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen, you must be on the agenda, and pursuant to Order adopted March 23, 2023, you 
must sign the sign-in sheet with a complete address.” 
 
APPROVE AGENDA 

 January 20, 2026 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 

 January 6, 2026- Regular Meeting 
 January 14, 2026- Adjourned Meeting 

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
1. Approval for Quin West (WWTP), Taylor Jaudon and Hunter French (Water & Sewer) 
to attend MWPCOA (Mississippi Water & Pollution Control Operator’s Association) 
March 4-6, 2026. All expenses, travel, lodging and per diem paid by the city.  

2. Approval for Newt Benson, Gary Snider, Bubba Alewine and Mark Ivy to attend 
MsRWA, May 26-29, 2026 in Biloxi. All expenses, travel, lodging, and per diem paid by 
the city.  

3. Approval for Debbie Turner to attend MML, June 29-July 1, 2026. All expenses, travel, 
lodging and per diem paid by the city.  

4. Approval for Office Titus Benson and Jason Adams to attend SFST class in Oxford, 
MS, on March 17-19, 2026. They will be reimbursed through petty cash.  

5. Approval for JP Wallace to attend the ROCIC Drug and Gang Conference March 7-12, 
2026, in Nashville, TN. All expenses will be paid/reimbursed by the city.  

6. Approval for Peyton Cook to attend Tactical Emergency Casualty Care training at 
MLEOTA in Pearl, MS, on February 16-18, 2026. All expenses will be paid/reimbursed by 
the city.  

 
 

PAY REQUEST AGENDA 
1. Approval of payment to Digital-Ally in the amount of $35,016.00 in connection with the 
Maintenance Agreement.  
 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
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VISITORS 
1. Mary Jane Kester  
2. Shireka Henderson 
3. Tyler Sharp/Southern Beverage Company 
 
 
 
PERMANENT VISITORS 
 Panola Partnership Katie Azar- Show Off on the Square on April 4, 2026 
 North Delta Planning and Development Memorandum of Understanding 
 Mendrop Engineering Resources 
 Panola County Board of Supervisors and department heads 
 State or Federal legislators representing any part of Panola County 
 Any person engaged in contractual business with the City of Batesville  
 The Panolian Jeremy Weldon or his proxy 

 
 
BIDS 
 
 
CLEAN- UP HEARING: 
 
REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – ANDY BERRYHILL 
1. Complaint List from December 
2. Planning Commission Meeting Minutes from December 
3. Building Permits Report for 2025 
 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF POLICE – BARRY THOMPSON 
1. Approval to purchase (3) 2023 Ford Police Interceptor Utility AWD from Missouri State 
Highway Patrol at a price of $31,000.00 each 
 
CITY ATTORNEY – COLMON MITCHELL 
1. Resolution-TVEPA 
 
CITY CLERK – SHONNAH WEAVER 
 
FIRE CHIEF – TIM TAYLOR 
 
 
CIVIC CENTER DIRECTOR – RODNEY HOLLEY 
1. Approval to advertise for bids for BCC sound system in the arena 
2. BCC usage update 
3. BCC upcoming events 
 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR – HEATH FULLILOVE 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – NEWT BENSON 
1. Southern Beverage Driveway  

2.Requesting permission for services outside the city limits. Carl Watkins at 2410 Eureka 
Rd is requesting water services at $1,015.02. Deposit not included.  

3.Sewer Mains through Country Club update  

4.Requesting permission for services outside the city limits. Panola County on Enterprise 
Dr. (Aviation Program) is requesting gas services at $2,229.91. Deposit not included.  
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JANUARY 20, 2025 

OTHER MATTERS BY MAYOR OR ALDERMAN: 
 
 
POTENTIAL EXECUTIVE SESSION 
1. Personnel- Code 
2. Personnel- Police 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
IN RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Upon motion of Alderman Land and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the minutes of the January 6, 2026, regular meeting and January 14, 

2026, adjourned meeting were approved. 

 

 

IN RE: SIGNATURE SHEET FOR MEETING OF JANUARY 20, 2026 
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IN RE: APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman McCloud and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the consent 

agenda be, and they are hereby approved:  

1. Approval for Quin West (WWTP), Taylor Jaudon and Hunter French (Water & Sewer) 
to attend MWPCOA (Mississippi Water & Pollution Control Operator’s Association) 
March 4-6, 2026. All expenses, travel, lodging and per diem paid by the city.  

2. Approval for Newt Benson, Gary Snider, Bubba Alewine and Mark Ivy to attend 
MsRWA, May 26-29, 2026 in Biloxi. All expenses, travel, lodging, and per diem paid by 
the city.  

3. Approval for Office Titus Benson and Jason Adams to attend SFST class in Oxford, 
MS, on March 17-19, 2026. They will be reimbursed through petty cash.  

4. Approval for JP Wallace to attend the ROCIC Drug and Gang Conference March 7-12, 
2026, in Nashville, TN. All expenses will be paid/reimbursed by the city.  

5. Approval for Peyton Cook to attend Tactical Emergency Casualty Care training at 
MLEOTA in Pearl, MS, on February 16-18, 2026. All expenses will be paid/reimbursed by 
the city.  

 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AGENDA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman McCloud and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following matters and items on the Pay 

Request agenda be, and they are hereby approved:  

1. Approval of payment to Digital-Ally in the amount of $35,016.00 in connection with the 
Maintenance Agreement.  
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JANUARY 20, 2025 

IN RE:  UTILITY BILL 

 The Mayor recognized Shireka Henderson who appeared before the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen raising her concern about her utility bill.  

No action was taken on this matter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN RE:  SHOWOFF ON THE SQUARE 

 The Mayor recognized Katie Azar of Batesville Mainstreet who appeared before the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen requesting approval of the Showoff on the Square on April 

4, 2026.  

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Flowers and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that parts of the Downtown Square be closed on Saturday, 

April 4, 2026, for the Showoff on the Square, with said event to be coordinated with the 

Batesville Police Department and the Street Department. 
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IN RE: MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) - MOUNDS PARK 

IMPROVEMENTS PROJECTS 

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Whitaker and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the following Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) be and is hereby approved and authorized Mayor Hal Ferrell to sign it.  
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO PURCHASE THREE FORD POLICE 
INTERCEPTOR UTILITY AWD–POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman McCloud second of Alderman Flowers and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Assistant Chief of Police Barry Thompson be and 

he is hereby authorized to purchase three (3) Ford Police Interceptor Utility AWD from 

Missouri State Highway Patrol in the amount of $31,000.00 each, as authorized of Section 

31-7-13(m)(vi) of the Mississippi Code, as amended, without the need for bids.  
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IN RE: RESOLUTION- SALE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY- TVEPA 
 

Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Whitaker and upon 

unanimous vote taken, the following Resolution was adopted: 
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IN RE: APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE- BATESVILLE CIVIC CENTER 
SOUND SYSTEM IN THE ARENA 

 Upon motion of Alderman Flowers and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that the City Clerk publish an advertisement in The 

Panolian, a legal newspaper published in Batesville, Mississippi, once each week for not 

less than two consecutive weeks that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will receive bids 

via sealed bids or reverse auction to purchase sound system for the Batesville Civic Center 

main arena, at City Hall, 103 College Street Batesville, Mississippi. The Mayor and Board 

of Aldermen reserves the right to reject any and all bids. 
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 JANUARY 20, 2026 

IN RE: EXTENSION OF CITY UTILITIES OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS 

 There came for discussion the matter of a request for water services for Carl Watkins, 

located at 2410 Eureka Road, outside the city limits of Batesville. 

 Upon recommendation of Public Works Director Newt Benson and upon motion of 

Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Whitaker and upon unanimous vote taken, it 

was ordered that city water services be provided to Carl Watkins’s property located at 2410 

Eureka Road, contingent upon and subject to her paying $1,015.02 plus deposit for said 

service in advance of such extension and the execution of the agreement by him, his spouse, 

and any other owner of the property that they will not object to any City of Batesville 

annexation of the subject property or other property in the immediate area. A copy of the 

total amount owed by Carl Watkins’s is as follows: 
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IN RE: EXTENSION OF CITY UTILITIES OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS 

 There came for discussion the matter of a request for gas services for Panola County, 

located at Enterprise Dr, outside the city limits of Batesville. 

 Upon recommendation of Public Works Director Newt Benson and upon motion of 

Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon unanimous vote taken, it was 

ordered that city water and sewer services be provided to Panola County, a political 

subdivision of the State of Mississippi governed by a governing body composed of and 

elected solely by residents of Panola County, for its construction project located at Enterprise 

Dr., contingent upon and subject to it paying $2,229.91 plus deposit for said service in 

advance of such extension and without the requirement of paying a tap fee or a security 

deposit. A copy of the total amount owed by Panola County, is as follows: 
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IN RE:  SPEED BUMP REMOVAL  
 

Upon motion of Alderman Flowers and second of Alderman Harrison and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Public Works Director Newt Benson remove a 

speed bump in front of 114 Williams Street. 

 

 

 

  

IN RE: INDIAN MOUNDS- LIGHT POLE 
 

Upon unanimous consent, it was ordered to seek the possibilities of moving a light 

pole beside the entrance gate at the Mounds.  

 

 

 

 

 
OPEN SESSION 
 
 Alderman Harrison moved that the meeting be closed to determine whether or not 

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Thereafter, upon the 

affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Whitaker, Flowers, McCloud and Harrison it was 

ordered that the meeting be closed in order to determine whether or not the Board should 

declare an executive session. 
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IN THE CLOSED MEETING 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the meeting is closed to determine whether or not the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen should declare an executive session. Present in the closed 

meeting were: Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Whitaker, McCloud, and Flowers; 

City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; City Clerk Shonnah Weaver 

and Administrative Assistant Sulli Bolen. 

 On motion made by Alderman Harrison, seconded by Alderman Land, and 

unanimously carried upon the affirmative votes of Aldermen Land, Flowers, Whitaker, 

McCloud, and Harrison it was ordered that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen go into 

executive session in order to discuss personnel matters and potential land purchase.  

 

 

IN OPEN MEETING 

 The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen will go into executive 

session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters and potential land purchase and that 

the total vote on the motion to go into executive session was five (5) aldermen in favor and 

no aldermen opposed. Those present in the open meeting were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen 

Harrison, Land, Whitaker, Flowers, and McCloud; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of 

Police Dennis Darby; City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and Administrative Assistant Sulli Bolen. 

 

 

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Ferrell announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are in executive 

session. Those present in executive session were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Harrison, Land, 

Whitaker, Flowers, and McCloud; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis 

Darby; City Clerk Shonnah Weaver and Administrative Assistant Sulli Bolen. 

      There came on for discussion of personnel matters. (Fire Chief Tim Taylor was 

present for this conversation.) 

 There next came on for discussion the leasing of city property. (Civic Center Director 

Rodney Holley was present for this conversation.) 

There next came on for discussion the potential sale of city property.  
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IN OPEN MEETING 

The Mayor announced that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are now in open 

meeting. Those present were Mayor Ferrell; Aldermen Land, Harrison, Whitaker, Flowers 

and McCloud; City Attorney Colmon Mitchell; Chief of Police Dennis Darby; City Clerk 

Shonnah Weaver and Administrative Assistant Sulli Bolen. 

 

 

 

IN RE: OFFER OF EMPLOYMENT- POLICE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman McCloud and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that full-time employment be offered to Tamia 

Sheegog be hired to the position of non-certified Patrolman at the rate of $20.06 per hour 

pending successful pre-employment physical examination, drug screen and alcohol testing, 

and that said offer of employment expires on February 2, 2026, at midnight if not accepted. 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPOINTMENT 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Flowers and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that William Burrow be and he is hereby appointed to 

the rank of Lieutenant, with an hourly increase to $27.72, effective January 22, 2026. 

 

 

 

IN RE: APPROVAL TO OFFER EMPLOYMENT – CODE OFFICE 

 Upon motion of Alderman Harrison and second of Alderman Land and upon 

unanimous vote taken, it was ordered that Elliott L. Eldridge be offered full-time 

employment in the Code Office at a rate of pay of $27.40 per hour, contingent upon him 

accepting said offer and undergoing a drug and alcohol test and a medical exam and being 

free of drugs and cleared for employment pursuant thereto, and that said offer of employment 

expires on February 2, 2026, at midnight if not accepted. 
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*Alderman Land recused himself from the meeting.  

 

City Attorney Colmon Mitchell discussed with the Mayor and Board of Aldermen the 

contents for the sales agreement for TVEPA to purchase city property.  

 

*Alderman Land returned to the meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to reconvene at 

10:30 a.m., January 23, 2025, at the City Hall at 103 College Street, Batesville, Mississippi. 

 In accordance with Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, a notice 

of said regular meeting has been posted in the City Hall and a copy of said notice follows 

these minutes. 

            
               ________________________________ 

      Mayor  

 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
Of the City of Batesville, Mississippi 
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NOTICE OF PLACE, DATE, HOUR AND SUBJECT MATTER 

OF AN ADJOURNED MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 The adjourned meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, shall be held on the 

following subject matter at the following place, date, and hour, to-wit: 

 

 Place: City Hall, 103 College Street, Batesville, MS  38606   

           

 Date: January 23, 2026                  

  

 Hour:   10:30 a.m.          

 

 Subject Matter:   To discuss and to transact any and all business that may be 

transacted at a meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 

 The meeting may be conducted through teleconference or video means. Participation 

is available to the general public at said location. 
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